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Triennial Code Cycle Delayed

At its May 24, 2000 meeting the California
Building Standards Commission (BSC) ex-
tended the deadline for submission of the
2001 Triennial Code Cycle adoption and
amendments to January 3, 2001.  The dead-
line had previously been set at July 3, 2000.

The “extension until at least January 2001”
was sought by the Office of the State Fire
Marshal (SFM). The Office of Statewide
Health Planning and Development (OSHPD),
and the Department of General Services
(DGS) Division of the State Architect (DSA)
requested a three-month extension.

The SFM stated it supported the BSC part-
nering process, but requested the time so
the International Building Code (IBC) could
“be thoroughly reviewed and effective state
amendments be developed.”

DGS/DSA believed that a 90-day delay
would not adversely impact the code adop-
tion cycle, yet would provide the necessary
time for the submittal of complete packages.

The extension granted, if not further ex-
tended, will push the 2001 Title 24 publica-
tion date into the spring of 2002, which will
move the effective date to the fall of 2002.

The cause for the delay can be attributed to
a number of different situations.  First, the
model code-writing industry is undergoing a
series of major changes.  The extensive and
never before undertaken review of the new
documents including the identificaton of con-
flicts and recommendation of solutions has
been a massive and complex process which
has been ongoing since July of 1998.

The BSC created a public/private 2000 Code
Partnership to invent and undertake this pro-
cess.  It now has 90 active participants and
over 250 on the mailing list.  Over 2,000
copies of model codes, supplements, analy-
ses, comparative studies and reports have
been distributed to the Partnership without
cost due to the support of the process and
generosity of the participating organizations.

The Partnership has examined, debated and
recommended model codes along with a
multitude of suggested actions to address
conflicts which have been  identified.  Once
again, California is leading the way.

2001 Triennial Code Cycle
Filing Date Extended

At its May 24, 2000 Meeting, the Building
Standards Commission extended the dead-
line for filing adoption and amendments for
the 2001 Triennial Code Cycle to January 3,
2001.  See the adjacent story for details.

BSC Committees Appointed

The BSC appointed the following Commis-
sioners to the following committees:

Appeals:
Captain Jimmy H. Hill, Local Fire Official
Steven R. Winkel, FAIA, Architect
Sid Cavanaugh, Organized Labor

Code Change:
Timothy J. Brink, Licensed Contractor
Patrick Buscovich, Structural Engineer
Sid Cavanaugh, Organized Labor
Captain Jimmy H. Hill, Local Fire Official

Policy and Management:
Timothy J. Brink, Licensed Contractor
Rebecca Geneck, Public Member
Anthony P. Sauer, Public Member Disabled
Steven R. Winkel, FAIA, Architect, Chair

Publications and Communications:
Captain Jimmy H. Hill, Local Fire Official
Anthony P. Sauer, Public Member Disabled

Seismic:
Patrick Buscovich, Structural Engineer
Steven R. Winkel, FAIA, Architect

Executive Director To Retire
Travis Pitts, Executive Director of the Cali-
fornia Building Standards Commission since
August of 1998, will retire on September 30,
2000.

The BSC has appointed a search committee
and set the application deadline as Tuesday,
August 15, 2000.

The job description and application inform a-
tion are posted on the BSC web page
(www.bsc.ca.gov).

May Commission Actions

At the May 24, 2000 meeting of the Califor-
nia Building Standards Commission the fol-
lowing actions were taken:   (Item identifica-
tion is the same as the Agenda Item.)

3-A Approved Office of the State Fire Mar-
shal (SFM-EF 9/99) certification of compli-
ance of standard for security bars in CCR,
Title 24, approved/adopted as an emergency
on February 28, 2000.

3-B Approved Office of Statewide Health
Planning & Development (OSHPD-EF
14/99):  Certification of compliance of seis-
mic retrofit standards (editorial corrections)
for hospital buildings, approved/adopted as
emergency standards on February 28, 2000.

3-C Approved Office of Statewide Health
Planning & Development (OSHPD-EF 1/00):
Certification of compliance of seismic retrofit
standards for hospital buildings, ap-
proved/adopted as emergency standards on
February 28, 2000.

3-D Approved Office of Statewide Health
Planning & development (OSHPD/EF 2/00):
Modifications to seismic retrofit standards for
hospital buildings; CCR, Title 24, Part 1,
Chapter 6, Articles 1,2,10 & 11, and Part 2,
Chapter 16B.

3-E-1. Approved  Office of the State Fire
Marshal (SFM 1/99, Item 25):  Adoption of
1999 National Electrical Code.

3-E-2. Approved  Office of Statewide
Health Planning & Development (OSHPD
12/99, Sub-Item 27-3):  Adopt National Fire
Protection Association (NFPA) 99, 1996 edi-
tion relating to pipe cleaning.

3-F Approved Consent: ratify actions of
February 28, 2000 meeting for the 1999
Code Adoption.

4-A Approved Department of General
Services and Office of the State Fire Marshal
requests for extension of the due date to
submit proposed code changes for the 2000
Triennial Code Adoption Cycle.  (See front
page story)

4-B Approved  Request of the Division of
the State Architect for consideration of adop-
tion of standards for excess flow and earth-
quake-activated automatic gas shut-off
valves as an emergency.

TITLE 24 NEWSLETTER
Homepage: Telephone: 916-323-6363
http://www.bsc.ca.gov           FAX: 916-443-6008



Sid Cavanaugh
Elected BSC Vice-Chair

Commissioner Sid Cavanaugh was elected
Vice-Chair at the May 24, 2000 meeting of
California Building Standards Commission.

Building Standards Law requires an election
be held annually for the Vice-0Chair position.
Cavanaugh will act as Chair in the absence
of Chair Alieen Adams.

Next BSC Meeting July 19, ‘00

The next regular meeting of the California
Building Standards Commission is sched-
uled for 10:00 A.M., Wednesday, July 19,
2000 in the first floor hearing room at the
Department of Consumer Affairs, 400 R
Street, Sacramento.

Be sure to check the meeting information
line for a recorded announcement in  the
event of  any last-minute changes that may
occur – call (916) 323-9495 after 3:00 P.M.
the day before – Tuesday, July 18, 2000.

The official notice and agenda will be posted
on the web page and mailed at the appropri-
ate time.  This is just a reminder and is not to
be considered and official meeting notice.

Dates to Remember

June 14 & 15, 2000:
2000 Code Partnership Joint Com-
mittee, 9:30 A.M., Rm. 183/185,
HCD, 1800 3 rd Street, Sacramento

July 19, 2000:
Building Standards Commission
1st Fl. Hearing Room, Consumer
Affairs, 400 R St., Sacramento

July 20, 2000:
2000 Code Partnership, 9:30 A.M.,
Rm. 183/185, HCD, 1800 3rd Street,
Sacramento

August 16 & 17, 2000:
2000 Code Partnership, 9:30 A.M.,
Rm. 183/185, HCD, 1800 3rd Street,
Sacramento

September 13 & 14, 2000:
2000 Code Partnership, 9:30 A.M.,
Rm. 1519, Dept. General Services,
1325 J Street, Sacramento

September 20, 2000:
Building Standards Commission
1st Fl. Hearing Room, Consumer
Affairs, 400 R St., Sacramento

October 19, 2000:
2000 Code Partnership, 9:30 A.M.,
Rm. 183/185, HCD, 1800 3rd Street,
Sacramento

November 15, 2000:
Building Standards Commission
1st Fl. Hearing Room, Consumer
Affairs, 400 R St., Sacramento

November 16, 2000:
2000 Code Partnership, 9:30 A.M.,
Rm. 183/185, HCD, 1800 3rd Street,
Sacramento

December 13 & 14, 2000:
2000 Code Partnership, 9:30 A.M.,
Rm. 183/185, HCD, 1800 3rd Street,
Sacramento

January 3, 2001:
Filing Deadline For 2001 CBSC

January 17 & 18, 2001:
2000 Code Partnership
Time & Location TBA

February 14 & 15, 2001:
2000 Code Partnership
Time & Location TBA

March 14 & 15, 2001:
2000 Code Partnership
Time & Location TBA

April 18 & 19, 2001:
2000 Code Partnership
Time & Location TBA

   Is The BSC Really Moving?

Rumors have been many regarding the
BSC’s move to location(s) unknown.  The
main questions are to where? And, when?
One answer will work for both:  Don’t Know.

BSC shares space at 1130 K Street with the
Division of the State Architect Headquarters.
As they are experiencing sustained growth
due to exploding school construction, we
have been ‘politely’ requested to move out –
and soon!  A lease may be signed for the
new space by the time you receive this
Newsletter  - Be sure to  watch our web page
for the latest news.

Going Fishing!

After 28 years in State service, Travis Pitts
will trade in his tie for a fishing pole on Sep-
tember 30, 2000.

After his discharge from the Army in 1961,
Pitts joined his father’s plumbing contracting
business in Sanger, California – a small
central valley town  12 miles east of Fresno.
In 1971 he sold the business and went to
work as a local building official.  In 1972 he
was recruited as an inspector for the De-
partment of Housing.

Pitts spent his first 15 years inspecting
manufactured housing and working his way
up the ladder to the Deputy Director of
Codes and Standards.  Over the years he
was appointed to positions by three different
Governors.

After assuming the position of Executive
Director of the Building Standards Commis-
sion in August of 1998, Pitts has kept the
Commission within its budget for two years,
met the Commission’s statutory require-
ments and established policies and proce-
dures towards producing a better con-
structed and easier to use Title 24.   He has
written the definitive Bulletin 99-1 addressing
the applicability of California building stan-
dards and local government amendments
thereto.  The Bulletin, for the first time, brings
together the issues with all the appropriate
references to the code sections.

The Executive Director is appointed by the
Commission, which will be assisted by the
Department of General Services HR staff.
The application details are now posted on
the BSC web page and information can be
obtained by calling the DGS Human Re-
sources office at (916) 323-7101.
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SPECIAL FEATURE:

In an effort to help those affected to under-
stand the agencies charged with adopting
building standards, each of those agencies
have been requested to provide a brief pres-
entation of their mission statement, pro-
grams and principle activities.

Introduced in this issue is the Department of
Housing and Community Development
(HCD), Division of Codes and Standards,
with emphasis on providing information re-
garding the authority to promulgate building
standards for housing.

HCD’s roots go back to the Tenement House
Act of 1909 to regulate tenements such as
apartment houses and hotels within cities.
The State Dwelling Act of 1917 addressed
dwellings.  In 1923 the State Tenement
House Act, the State Hotel and Lodging Act
and the State Dwelling Act were combined
into the State Housing Act.  In 1961 the
State Housing Act was repealed and re-
placed by the current State Housing Law.  In
1965 the Commission of Housing and Com-
munity Development was created and the
Division of Housing in the Department of
Industrial Relations, along with all of its du-
ties, powers, responsibilities and jurisdic-
tions, was placed into a new Department of
Housing and Community Development.

For specific questions, please contact HCD
directly.

The Department of Housing
and Community Development

The Department of Housing and Community
Development (HCD) within the Business,
Transportation and Housing Agency is es-
tablished for the purpose of developing and
enforcing housing codes and standards,
providing affordable housing opportunities,
and influencing statewide housing policy.  In
addition to the personnel, budget, legal, leg-
islative and other support branches, HCD
consists of three Divisions.

The Division of Codes and Standards’ pri-
mary purpose is to establish and enforce
housing construction, use, maintenance and
occupancy standards.

The Division of Community Affairs’ primary
purpose is to administer state and federal
loan and grant programs established to pro-
vide affordable housing opportunities.

The Division of Housing Policy Develop-
ments’ primary purpose is to identify housing
issues and influence statewide housing pol-
icy.

Department Mission Statement

“Provide leadership, policies and programs
to expand safe and affordable housing op-
portunities and promote strong communities
for all Californians.”

Division  of
Codes and Standards

Mission Statement

“To effectively and efficiently administer
California housing laws and regulations pro-
viding for health, safety, ownership security
and consumer protection. “

Division Description

The Division of Codes and Standards is re-
sponsible for the administration of seven
programs established in State law to provide
safe and sanitary housing. The seven pro-
grams are described briefly below.  The
State Housing Law within the Health and
Safety Code provides the authority for the
Department to adopt building standards for
the construction, use, maintenance and oc-
cupancy of hotels, motels, lodging houses,
apartments and dwellings.  Such building
standards also apply to the construction of
employee housing and factory-built housing.

State Housing Law Program:
General Purpose:  Promulgate building stan-
dards and administrative regulations for the
construction, use, maintenance and occu-
pancy of hotels, motels, lodging houses,
apartments and dwellings.

Principle Activities:   Promulgation of building
standards and regulations; providing code
interpretations and information; investigation
of non-enforcement by local building de-
partments.

Employee Housing Program:
General Purpose: Promulgate statewide
regulations for the maintenance and use of
housing provided by employers for five or
more employees, and carry out related en-
forcement activities.

Principle Activities: Administration of adopted
regulations; inspections and issuance of
permits to operate employee housing; com-
plaint investigations; pursuit of enforcement
by prosecution.

Mobilehome Parks Program:
General Purpose: Promulgate statewide
regulations for the design, construction,
maintenance and use of mobilehome parks
and special occupancy parks, including

permanent buildings, common facilities, and
the installation of manufactured homes and
accessories thereto.

Principle Activities: Administration of adopted
regulations; inspections and issuance of
permits to operate mobilehome parks and
special occupancies parks; complaint inves-
tigations; pursuit of enforcement by prosecu-
tion.

Manufactured Housing Program:
General Purpose: Promulgate statewide
regulations for the construction of commer-
cial coaches and special-purpose commer-
cial coaches, and for alterations to manu-
factured homes1.

Principle Activities: Administer federal
manufactured housing regulations for con-
sumer protection, oversee third-party in-
spection agencies, inspect alterations to
manufactured homes, commercial coaches
and special-purpose commercial coaches.

Occupational Licensing Program:
General Purpose:  Promulgate statewide
regulations for the licensure of manufactur-
ers, dealers, and salespersons, manufactur-
ing and selling manufactured homes and
commercial coaches.

Principle Activities: Licensing; consumer
complaint investigations; license disciplinary
actions and prosecution; administration of
claims against the Manufactured Home Re-
covery Fund.

Factory-Built Housing Program:
General Purpose:  Promulgate statewide
administrative regulations for the manufac-
turing of factory-built housing units and com-
ponents subject to the California Building
Standards Code.

Principle Activities: Oversight of third-party
inspection agencies.

Registration and Titling Program:
General Purpose:  Register and title manu-
factured homes, commercial coaches, float-
ing homes, and truck campers.

Principle Activities:  Documentation of own-
ership interests; issuance of title; collection
of annual registration fees.

1 Pre-emptive construction standards for manufacturing
manufactured homes are established by the US Dept. of
Housing and Urban Development.
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If you are not on the mailing list to receive the Title 24
Newsletter, and you would like to be, just complete and
return this coupon to the CBSC:

Name – Please Print

Organization – Please Print

Address – Please Print

                                                                                          (           )
City, State and Zip – Please Print Phone

E-Mail Address:  ____________________________________________________

  o    ? Check here if you want to be added to the
mailing list for 2000 Annual Code Adoption Cycle
Monographs.


